FEDERALIST  RECONSTRUCTION IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY
returned to German-centralist government. Within two years the economic depression of 1873 shook German Liberalism and shattered the influence it exercised on the lower middle classes. Liberalism could never recover, and was replaced by Anti-Semitism in the lower middle classes, and later by Socialism among the working classes and progressive intelligentsia. The shadow of German Liberalism, deprived of any political influence apart from Bismarckian and Hungarian support, was allowed to cc govern " Austria for a few more years, until, in 1878, it dared to oppose the occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Austro-German Liberals acted not so much from general anti-imperialist motives as in accordance with their traditional l policy of keeping the influence of the Slavs in the monarchy as little dangerous to German ascendancy as possible. But when the Dual Alliance with Austria had been concluded, in 1879, the German Empire was much more interested in the expansion of its agent 2 in the Balkans than in the relative influence of the Austro-German Liberals within the Hapsburg monarchy.3 So the Germans and their Hungarian allies within the Dual Monarchy allowed Francis Joseph to dismiss the Liberals in 1879 and co appoint the TaafFe Government. This was based on Catholic Conservatives and aristocrats of all nationalities, and definitely recognised the participation of the Polish aristocracy in the Austrian central government.4 A reasonable degree of Czech collaboration was secured by administrative concessions. In 1880 it was ruled that petitions in Bohemia and Moravia 5 were to be answered by the Civil Service in the language in which they were written, and in 1882 the Czech University of Prague was established. Extension of the suffrage to the lower middle classes in 1885 broke the political monopoly of the "liberal" bourgeoisie among the Germans, and opened the door to political Catholicism as a mass-movement, although its originally somewhat demagogic features were opposed by the government. The organised Labour movement, weakened by the 1873 depression, was at first suppressed by ruthless methods, but, as in con-
1 See above, p. 167.                     '                  2 See above, p. 70, note 3.
3  It must not be forgotten that the Austro-German Liberals, together with their centralist-bureaucratic  predecessors,  had  defended  the  Austrian  position  within Germany  against  Prussian  aspirations.    The later  Austrian  pan-Germans  were merely Prussian agents within Austria.
4 Redlich, op. dt. (1929), p. 33-
5 There was not the least attempt to meet the needs of the Slovenes in the Southern Provinces, or of the Galician Ukrainians. For both were less important, from the point of view of the r6gime, than their oppressors, Germans, Poles, or even Italians.